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Not many people expected the Congress to practise what it said it would at the Chintan Shivir or 

brainstorming in Udaipur, Rajasthan, from May 13 to 15, but its list of candidates for the Rajya Sabha 

seems to have confirmed the views of the most cynical. Rarely has a political party abandoned a set of 

principles within days of announcing it with such boisterous aplomb and self-righteousness as the 

Congress has done in this case. The Udaipur Shivir resolved that the “principle of ‘one family, one ticket’ 
should be ensured”. A retirement age for leaders for elected posts was suggested, though no specific 

decision was made. These moves would have been a good start, though not in the least sufficient, to stir 

some fresh thought, infuse some new blood and breathe new life into the party. But far from making 

any serious attempts to adhere to this modest reform agenda, the Congress party trampled all over it, if 

not in letter, most certainly in spirit. The exclusion of Anand Sharma and Ghulam Nabi Azab, who have 

been in the Upper House for four and five terms, respectively, merely shows that scores have been 

settled rather than fidelity shown to any principles. Who will now be waiting for its 2024 Lok Sabha 

candidate list in which the Congress has promised to include 50% of those below 50 years of age? 

At the end, of the 10 members the Congress will send to the Upper House, there are at least two 

who are the second members of their family to represent the party at the State legislature or 

Parliament; all five seats that the party can win in Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh — the last two States 

where it has Chief Ministers — have gone to leaders from outside. Even the candidature of Randeep 

Singh Surjewala is not from his home State of Haryana, but Rajasthan. As it happens, the Congress is 

holding State-level congregations across the country on June 1 and 2 to communicate the decisions 

taken in Udaipur. The Rajya Sabha list hardly forms an inspiring backdrop to that exercise. The party 

demands blood and sweat from its workers, and offers bounties to a select few. All this has naturally 

triggered resentment in the party, as there are no objective and defensible criteria that the Congress has 

followed. This utter disregard, and in fact, humiliation of the ordinary worker has already brought the 

Congress to its knees. Any other party would have held those responsible for its string of defeats to 

account. The Congress brand of politics has been reduced to deal making among the small club of 

managers and power brokers without a support base. While that might suit those who control it, any 

analysis that pins hope on the Congress to be a source of democratic revival in India must be tempered 

by a cold shower of sobriety. 

 

 Chintan Shivir (noun) – The Congress’ three-

day ‘Chintan Shivir’, a brainstorming session 

began in Udaipur, Rajasthan, from May 13 to 

15. The conclave would focus on the time-

bound restructuring of the Congress, finding 

ways to combat the politics of polarisation and 

getting battle-ready for upcoming electoral 

challenges. 

 brainstorming (noun) – a process wherein a 

group (of people) attempts to solve the 

specific problem with different, creative ideas 

and solutions spontaneously. 

 cynical (adjective) – sceptical, doubtful, 

distrustful, suspicious, disbelieving, doubting. 

 boisterous (adjective) – active, vibrant, 

energetic, noisy, overexcited, high-spirited, 

disorderly, unrestrained, undisciplined, 

uproarious. 

 aplomb (noun) – self-confidence, self-

assurance, calmness, composure, poise, self-

possession (particularly in a difficult situation). 

 self-righteousness (noun) – self-satisfaction, 

smugness, superiority, complacency, 

hypocrisy. 

 move (noun) – step, act, measure. 

 stir (verb) – spur, drive, prompt, propel, prod, 

motivate, encourage. 

 infuse (verb) – instil, inject, impart, inculcate, 

introduce, implant, add 

 blood (noun) – spirit, temperament, 

disposition, nature, character. 

 breathe a new life into (phrase) – reinvigorate, 

revitalize, re-energize, fortify, strengthen, give 

new strength to,  restore, revive, rejuvenate, 

resuscitate, refresh, reawaken, rekindle. 
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 far from (phrase) – not, not at all; nowhere 

near, a long way from. 

 adhere (verb) – abide by, stick to, comply with, 

stand by, act in accordance with, pay attention 

to, pay regard to, go along with, conform to. 

 agenda (noun) – plan, programme. 

 trample (verb) – disregard, show no 

consideration for, treat disrespectfully, treat 

with contempt, take for granted, encroach on, 

infringe. 

 letter and spirit (phrase) – (to obey) both 

literal interpretation/wording and the 

intent/purpose of the law/principle. 

 settle the score (phrase) – take revenge, take 

one’s revenge, hit back at someone, get back 

at someone, retaliate, get one’s own back, pay 

someone back. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 fidelity (noun) – faithfulness, loyalty, 

allegiance, attachment, closeness; devotion, 

adherence; dependability, reliability. 

 legislature (noun) – law-making body or 

governing body; parliament, congress, 

assembly. 

 candidature (noun) – candidacy; the 

state/condition/fact of being a candidate; 

candidate-ship. 

 as it happens (phrase) – as expected, to be 

sure, in fact, as a matter of fact, truly, actually, 

really, in reality, as it happened, certainly, 

surely, undeniably. 

 hold (verb) – conduct, have, organize, 

convene, call, assemble. 

 congregation (noun) – gathering, assembly, a 

mass/group (of people). 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 

 blood, sweat, and tears (phrase) – effort, 

strain, struggle, toil, hard work, labour. 

 bounty (noun) – favour, reward; generosity, 

largesse. 

 a select few (phrase) – only a small number of 

lucky people. 

 trigger (verb) – cause, give rise to, lead to, be 

the cause of, bring about, generate, prompt. 

 resentment (noun) – bitterness, indignation, 

displeasure, dissatisfaction, disgruntlement, 

discontentment, discontent, resentfulness, 

hard feelings. 

 objective (noun) – aim, intention, purpose, 

target, goal. 

 defensible (adjective) – justifiable, defendable, 

supportable, plausible, well founded, sound, 

sensible, reasonable, rational, logical, 

acceptable. 

 criterion (noun) – basis, standard, norm. 

(criteria is the plural form of criterion). 

 disregard (noun) – inaction, inattention, 

heedlessness, carelessness, neglect, lack of 

attention, negligence, indifference. 

 in fact (phrase) – actually, really, in reality. 

 humiliation (noun) – embarrassment, loss of 

pride, loss of face, shame. 

 bring someone/something to their/its knees 

(phrase) – to overpower someone/something 

and make their/its condition extremely weak; 

overwhelm, defeat, destroy, crush/thrash. 

 hold (someone) responsible (phrase) – blame 

someone for something. 

 string (noun) – series, succession, chain, 

sequence. 

 account (verb ) – consider, regard as, reckon, 

view as, see as, take for, judge, adjudge, count, 

deem, rate, gauge, interpret as. 

 base (noun) –  a group of people considered as 

supporting an organization/party. 

 pin one’s hopes on (phrase) – rely on, depend 

on, have confidence in, believe in, put one’s 

faith in. 

 revival (noun) – comeback, re-establishment, 

restoration, reappearance; improvement, 

rallying, picking up, betterment. 

 temper (verb ) – moderate, tone down, 

mitigate, alleviate, assuage, lessen, reduce. 

 cold shower (noun) – a surprisingly chilly 

reaction/response; a discouraging experience/ 

circumstances, etc. 

 sobriety (noun) – the state of being sober; 

seriousness, severity, self-control, self-

restraint. 
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In a bizarre reversal on Sunday, the Union government withdrew a notification from a Unique 

Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) office cautioning people against sharing photocopies of their 

Aadhaar card, just two days after the advisory was issued, claiming that it would be “misinterpreted”. 

The May 27 notification that was issued by the Bengaluru Regional Office of the UIDAI urged people to 

use the masked Aadhaar number facility — that can be downloaded from the UIDAI website — and 

which displays only the last four digits of the Aadhaar number. This was a sensible advisory. The masked 

Aadhaar facility has been in place since 2018 and this came about following a report by the Centre for 

Internet and Society that publicly available datasets had sensitive details such as full Aadhaar number 

details and also included bank account details of individuals. The dangers of providing the full Aadhaar 

number to several agencies — the use of the Aadhaar card and the number for various purposes today 

has only multiplied exponentially — are evident in the way these numbers have been used by fraudsters 

for criminal purposes such as identity theft, Know Your Customer (KYC)-related fraud among others in 

recent years, and which have been documented in news reports. The UIDAI has itself registered far 

more potential fraud cases related to the issue highlighted above in recent years compared to the past. 

Other scams that are of a higher order have also been revealed recently, related to biometrics theft that 

have allowed scamsters to steal welfare benefits at the expense of genuine beneficiaries. The Internet is 

rife with leaked data and this poses a major threat to user privacy. 

The UIDAI has, however, been ambivalent about the inherent dangers in the indiscriminate use 

of the Aadhaar number or the Aadhaar card by citizens, as evidenced in its series of flip-flops on the 

issue even before this latest withdrawal notice. There seems to be a contradiction of views within the 

authority on the issue of potential misuse of the Aadhaar number. On the one hand, in statements 

advising caution and user discretion in revealing one’s Aadhaar number, it is seeking to treat these as 

sensitive information just like the biometrics provided by citizens to the authority. Yet, on the other, it 

has sought to universalise the open use of the Aadhaar as an identity document with missionary zeal 

and has downplayed the risks of doing so. This ambivalence does not help at all. The UIDAI must 

popularise the use of the masked Aadhaar facility as a start and rethink ways to tighten the scrutiny over 

how Aadhaar numbers are issued and utilised even as law enforcement agencies crack down on data 

leaks and websites carrying unmasked Aadhaar-related information. 

 

 bizarre (adjective) – strange, peculiar, odd, 

funny, outlandish, eccentric, unconventional,  

unexpected, unfamiliar, abnormal, atypical, 

unusual. 

 reversal (noun) – turnaround, turnabout, 

about-face, U-turn. 

 claim (verb) – state, declare, assert. 

 misinterpreted (adjective) – misunderstood, 

misconceived, mistaken. 

 urge (verb) – advise, recommend, suggest. 

 masked Aadhaar (noun) – it displays only the 

last four digits of the Aadhaar number and it 

can be shared with others without the risk of 

being deceived. Masked Aadhaar does not 

expose any personal information about the 

user. This reduces the chances of users being 

the victims of fraud.   

 in place (phrase) – working, ready, set up, 

established, arranged, in order. 

 The Centre for Internet and Society (CIS) 

(noun) – The Centre for Internet and Society 

(CIS) is a non-profit organisation that 

undertakes interdisciplinary research on 

internet and digital technologies from policy 

and academic perspectives. The areas of focus 

include digital accessibility for persons with 

disabilities, access to knowledge, intellectual 

property rights, openness, internet 

governance, telecommunication reform, digital 

privacy, and cyber-security. The research at CIS 

seeks to understand the reconfiguration of 

social processes and structures through the 

internet and digital media technologies, and 

vice versa. 
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 exponentially (adverb) – in a way something is 

increasing quickly/rapidly by large amounts; 

rapidly, dramatically, aggressively, abruptly. 

 fraudster (noun) – a person who gets money 

by cheating people; cheater, deceiver, hoaxer, 

scamster. 

 Know Your Customer (KYC) (noun) – it refers 

to the process of identity and addresses 

verification of all customers and clients by 

banks, insurance companies and other 

institutions either before or while they are 

conducting transactions with their customers. 

 far more (phrase) – much more. 

 potential (adjective) – possible, likely, 

probable. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

underscore. 

 of a higher order (phrase) – of the greatest 

importance/significance. 

 biometrics (noun) – the metrics with human 

(physical & behavioural) characteristics used 

for identification and access control. 

 scamster (noun) – a person who scams people; 

a person who cheats people to get their 

money. 

 welfare (noun) – state benefit, benefit 

payment, public assistance, social security. 

 at the expense of (phrase) – at the cost of, at 

the loss of; at the sacrifice of. 

 rife (with) (adjective) – full of, filled with, 

fraught (with), charged with, loaded with. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, 

cause, produce, give rise to (a problem, 

danger, challenge, or difficulty). 

 ambivalent (adjective) – having mixed feelings 

about someone or something; in two minds; 

equivocal, uncertain, doubtful, indecisive, 

inconclusive, irresolute, undecided, 

unresolved, fluctuating, wavering. 

 inherent (adjective) – intrinsic, innate, built-in, 

ingrained, deep-rooted. 

 indiscriminate (adjective) – thoughtless, 

unthinking, unconsidered, casual, careless, 

aimless, foolish, mindless, impulsive, ill-

considered. 

 flip-flop (noun) – a sudden reversal of 

something, particularly a policy/plan. 

 contradiction (noun) – conflict, clash, 

disagreement, opposition, inconsistency, 

incongruity, mismatch, variance; denial, 

rebuttal, countering, counterstatement, 

opposite. 

 authority (noun) – authorities, officials, 

officialdom, the people in charge, the 

government, the administration, the 

establishment, the bureaucracy, the system. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to 

introduce the first of two contrasting different, 

points, facts, or ways of looking at something.  

It is always followed later by “on the other 

hand” or ‘on the other’. 
 discretion (noun) – choice, option, judgement, 

preference, disposition, volition; desire, will. 

 seek (verb) – try, attempt, strive, work, aim. 

 universalise (verb) – make (something) 

available for all. 

 missionary (adjective) – propagandist. 

 missionary (noun as modifier) – campaigner, 

crusader, champion, promoter, advocate, 

proponent. 

 zeal (noun) – passion, committedness, ardour, 

devotion, fervour. 

 ambivalence (noun) – a state of having mixed 

feelings about someone or something; 

equivocation, uncertainty, unsureness, doubt, 

indecision, irresolution, irresoluteness, 

hesitation. 

 popularise (verb) – publicize. 

 enforcement (noun) – imposition, 

implementation; forcing, compelling, 

demanding. 

 law enforcement agency (LEA)  (noun) – 

government agency responsible for the 

enforcement of the laws. For example – 

Enforcement Directorate (ED), Central Bureau 

of Investigation (CBI) and Narcotics Control 

Bureau (NCB) and etc.  

 crack down on (phrasal verb) – get tough on, 

take severe measures against, clamp down on. 
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